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SUBJECT: VISIT ASSISTANT SECRETARY ENDERS 

1. MINISTRY FOREIGN AFFAIRS (COSTA, DIRECTOR FOR ENERGY QUESTIONS) 
CALLED MORNING MARCH 1 1 TO INFORM US THAT GOI IS EXTENDING FORMAL 
INVITATION TO ASSISTANT SECRETARY ENDERS AND DIRECTOR FSE BOSWORTH 
TO VISIT ROME MARCH 17-18 FOR BILATERAL DISCUSSIONS ON ENERGY. 

COSTA NOTED THAT MARCH 18-19 HAD BEEN DISCUSSED WITH ENDERS 

IN PARIS BUT THAT CHANGE AT IEA GB MEETING NOW MAKES MARCH 19 
IMPOSSIBLE. 

2. GOI PROPOSAL WILL BE CONTAINED IN LETTER BEING TRANSMITTED 
FROM DUBLIN (WHERE PRIME MINISTER AND FOREIGN MINISTER WILL BE 
UNTIL MARCH 12) TO AMBASSADOR ORTONA FOR DELIVERY. 

3. COSTA LEFT NO DOUBT OF IMPORTANCE GOI ATTACHES TO ENDERS- 
BOSWORTH VISIT. HE MENTIONED THAT GOI APPROVAL OF AD REFERENDUM 
TEXT AGREED TO MARCH 6-7 IS BEING HELD IN ABEYANCE FOR THESE 
DISCUSSIONS. ALTHOUGH GOI CONTINUES IN INTERIM TO ELABORATE ITS 
POSITION. 

4. WE URGE THAT ENDERS AND BOSWORTH MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO ATTEND. 
BOTH TO ENCOURAGE ITALIANS TO MOVE TOWARD US VIEWS AND SPEED 

UP THEIR DECISION-MAKING PROCESS, AND TO HELP THEM POLITICALLY IN 
DOING SO. 

5. ASSUMING VISIT TAKES PLACE, WOULD BE USEFUL TO HAVE AS SOON 
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SCHEDULING. IT IS LIKELY THAT MFA WILL PROPOSE A LARGE WORKING 
LUNCH. AMBASSADOR HAS LONG-STANDING PRIOR COMMITMENTS AT MIDDAY 
MARCH 17 AND FOR EVENINGS MARCH 17 AND 18 BUT WOULD WANT 
TO OFFER LUNCH ON MARCH 18. SINCE ENDERS' VISIT 

WILL AROUSE WIDE INTEREST HERE, IT WOULD BE POSSIBLE TO PROVIDE FOR 
EXTENSIVE EXPOSURE TO PARLIAMENTARIANS. OFFICIALS. PRIVATE ENERGY SEC- 
TOR AND PRESS IF THIS IS DESIRED. VOLPE 
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